Whole joint embedding in polymethylmethacrylate: a method for preparing intact musculoskeletal organ systems for histomorphology and 3-D reconstruction.
Large and medium size undecalcified joints were embedded in methylmethacrylate resin. Sections of 600 microns prepared from polymethylmethacrylate blocks show minimal distortion and are suitable for surface staining and three-dimensional reconstruction. The 5 microns sections prepared from these slabs retain good cytological detail. This method permits the examination of musculoskeletal organ systems at both macroscopic and microscopic levels.